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WE THE PEOPLE: AN INAUGURATION ALTERNATIVE 
COMPILED BY REBECCA ENNALS AND SHARON HUFF 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

 

Welcome, dear friends and community members. I know that today is an 

emotional day for many reasons, and it was important to us at SF Shakes to 

provide a forum for us to raise our voices, here, in a beautiful theatre, and 

remind ourselves of what we love about our country and fellow human 

beings. 

 

On January 10, 2017, in his farewell address, President Barack Obama said 

"Our Constitution is a remarkable, beautiful gift. But it’s really just a piece of 

parchment. It has no power on its own. We, the people, give it power – with 

our participation, and the choices we make." 

 

In that spirit, we thought it would be thought-provoking and inspiring to read 

selected passages from our Constitution, accompanied by scenes and speeches 

from Shakespeare and great American figures that seemed relevant to us. In no 

way do we wish to cover up and whitewash the fact that these words mean 

different things to different people. We welcome that fact, and we present these 

words without commentary. We will also conclude with an open mic, during 

which we welcome you to come to the stage and share something that feels 

relevant to you. 

 

You’ll notice that to the sides, we’ve put post-its for you to record in writing 

anything that comes up for you during the readings, including some prompts. 

Feel free to add your thoughts at any time. 

 

READER 1: 

 

PREAMBLE 
We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, 

establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common 

defense, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to 

ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the 

United States of America. 
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READER 2: 

 

ARTICLE I 

SECTION 1 

All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the 

United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives. 

 

SECTION 2 

The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen every 

second Year by the People of the several States, and the Electors in each 

State shall have the Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most 

numerous Branch of the State Legislature. 

 

No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained to the Age 

of twenty five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the United States, 

and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State in which he 

shall be chosen. 

 

Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several 

States which may be included within this Union, according to their 

respective Numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the whole 

Number of free Persons, including those bound to Service for a Term of 

Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons. 

 

RELEVANT READING #1 (from the African-American Registry 

website): 

In 1787, the Three-fifths Compromise was enacted. Delegates to the 

Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia that year accepted a plan 

determining a state’s representation in the U.S. House of Representatives.  

The issue of how to count slaves split the delegates into two groups. The 

northerners regarded slaves as property who should receive no 

representation. Southerners demanded that Blacks be counted with whites. 

The compromise clearly reflected the strength of the pro-slavery forces at 

the convention. The “Three-fifths Compromise” allowed a state to count 

three fifths of each Black person in determining political representation in 

the House. 
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Rather than halting or slowing the importation of slaves in the south, slavery 

had been given a new life — a political life. Even when the law stopped the 

importing of new slaves in 1808, the south continued to increase its overall 

political status and electoral votes by adding and breeding slaves illegally. 

The Three-fifths Compromise would not be challenged again until the Dred 

Scott case in 1856. 

SHAKESPEARE READING #1 – THE TEMPEST  

 

PROSPERO 

Thou poisonous slave, got by the devil himself 

Upon thy wicked dam, come forth! 

 

CALIBAN 

As wicked dew as e'er my mother brushed 

With raven's feather from unwholesome fen 

Drop on you both! A southwest blow on ye 

And blister you all over. 

 

PROSPERO 

For this be sure: tonight thou shalt have cramps, 

Side-stitches that shall pen thy breath up; urchins 

Shall, for that vast of night that they may work, 

All exercise on thee. Thou shalt be pinched 

As thick as honeycomb, each pinch more stinging 

Than bees that made them. 
 

 

 

CALIBAN 
 I must eat my dinner. 

This island's mine by Sycorax, my mother, 

Which thou tak'st from me. When thou cam'st first, 

Thou strok'st me and made much of me, wouldst give me 

Water with berries in't, and teach me how 

To name the bigger light and how the less 

That burn by day and night. And then I loved thee 

And showed thee all the qualities o'th'isle: 

The fresh springs, brine-pits, barren place and fertile. 

Cursed be I that did so! All the charms 

Of Sycorax -- toads, beetles, bats light on you! 
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For I am all the subjects that you have, 

Which first was mine own King; and here you sty me 

In this hard rock whiles you do keep from me 

The rest o'th'island. 
 

 

 

PROSPERO 
 Thou most lying slave, 

Whom stripes may move, not kindness -- I have used thee 

(Filth as thou art) with human care, and lodged thee 

In mine own cell till thou didst seek to violate 

The honor of my child. 

 

CALIBAN 

Oh ho! Oh ho! Would't had been done! 

Thou didst prevent me. I had peopled else 

This isle with Calibans. 
 

 

 

MIRANDA 
 Abhorrèd slave, 

Which any print of goodness wilt not take, 

Being capable of all ill! I pitied thee, 

Took pains to make thee speak, taught thee each hour 

One thing or other when thou didst not, savage, 

Know thine own meaning, but wouldst gabble like 

A thing most brutish. I endowed thy purposes 

With words that made them known, but thy wild race 

(Though thou didst learn) had that in't which good natures 

Could not abide to be with; therefore wast thou 

Deservedly confined into this rock, 

Who hadst deserved more than a prison. 

 

CALIBAN 

You taught me language, and my profit on't 

Is -- I know how to curse. The red plague rid you 

For learning me your language. 
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RELEVANT READING #2 – FREDERICK DOUGLASS  

 

At a time like this, scorching irony, not convincing argument, is needed. Oh! 

had I the ability, and could I reach the nation's ear, I would today pour out a 

fiery stream of biting ridicule, blasting reproach, withering sarcasm, and 

stern rebuke. For it is not light that is needed, but fire; it is not the gentle 

shower, but thunder. We need the storm, the whirlwind, and the earthquake. 

The feeling of the nation must be quickened; the conscience of the nation 

must be roused; the propriety of the nation must be startled; the hypocrisy of 

the nation must be exposed; and its crimes against God and man must be 

denounced. 

What to the American slave is your Fourth of July? I answer, a day that 

reveals to him more than all other days of the year, the gross injustice and 

cruelty to which he is the constant victim. To him your celebration is a 

sham; your boasted liberty an unholy license; your national greatness, 

swelling vanity; your sounds of rejoicing are empty and heartless; your 

shouts of liberty and equality, hollow mock; your prayers and hymns, your 

sermons and thanksgivings, with all your religious parade and solemnity, are 

to him mere bombast, fraud, deception, impiety, and hypocrisy - a thin veil 

to cover up crimes which would disgrace a nation of savages. There is not a 

nation of the earth guilty of practices more shocking and bloody than are the 

people of these United States at this very hour. 

 

READER 3: 

 

SECTION 3 

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from 

each State, chosen by the Legislature thereof, for six Years; and each 

Senator shall have one Vote. 

 

RELEVANT READING #3 – GEORGE WASHINGTON  

 

I have already intimated to you the danger of parties in the State, with 

particular reference to the founding of them on geographical discriminations. 

Let me now take a more comprehensive view, and warn you in the most 

solemn manner against the baneful effects of the spirit of party generally. 

This spirit, unfortunately, is inseparable from our nature, having its root in 

the strongest passions of the human mind. It exists under different shapes in 
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all governments, more or less stifled, controlled, or repressed; but, in those 

of the popular form, it is seen in its greatest rankness, and is truly their worst 

enemy. 

The alternate domination of one faction over another, sharpened by the spirit 

of revenge, natural to party dissension, which in different ages and countries 

has perpetrated the most horrid enormities, is itself a frightful despotism. But 

this leads at length to a more formal and permanent despotism. The disorders 

and miseries which result gradually incline the minds of men to seek 

security and repose in the absolute power of an individual; and sooner or 

later the chief of some prevailing faction, more able or more fortunate than 

his competitors, turns this disposition to the purposes of his own elevation, 

on the ruins of public liberty. 

 

SHAKESPEARE READING #2 – CORIOLANUS  

 

FIRST CITIZEN 

Soft, who comes here? 

 

Enter Menenius Agrippa. 

 

SECOND CITIZEN 

Worthy Menenius Agrippa, one that hath always loved the people. 

 

FIRST CITIZEN 

He's one honest enough, would all the rest were so. 

 

MENENIUS 

What work's my Countrymen in hand? 

Where go you with Bats and Clubs? The matter, 

Speak, I pray you. 

 

SECOND CITIZEN 

Our business is not unknown to th' Senate, they 

have had inkling this fortnight what we intend to do, which 

now we'll show ‘em in deeds: they say poor Suitors have 

strong breaths, they shall know we have strong arms too. 

 

MENENIUS 
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Why Masters, my good Friends, mine honest Neighbors, will you undo 

yourselves? 

 

SECOND CITIZEN 

We cannot, Sir, we are undone already. 

 

MENENIUS 

I tell you Friends, most charitable care 

Have the Patricians of you for your wants. 

Your suffering in this dearth, you may as well 

Strike at the Heaven with your staves, as lift them 

Against the Roman State, whose course will on 

The way it takes: cracking ten thousand Curbs 

Of more strong link assunder, then can ever 

Appear in your impediment. For the Dearth, 

The Gods, not the Patricians make it, and 

Your knees to them (not arms) must help. Alack, 

You are transported by Calamity 

Thither, where more attends you, and you slander 

The Helms o'th’ State; who care for you like Fathers, 

When you curse them, as Enemies. 

 

SECOND CITIZEN 

Care for us? True indeed, they ne’er car'd for us yet. Suffer us to famish, and 

their Store-houses cramm'd with Grain: Make Edicts for Usury, to support 

Usurers; repeal daily any wholesome Act established against the rich, and 

provide more piercing Statutes daily, to chain up and restrain the poor. If the 

Wars eat us not up, they will; and there's all the love they bear us. 

 

READER 4: 

 

ARTICLE II 

The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United States of 

America. He shall hold his Office during the Term of four Years, and, 

together with the Vice President, chosen for the same Term, be elected, as 

follows: 

 

Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may 

direct, a Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and 

Representatives to which the State may be entitled in the Congress: but no 
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Senator or Representative, or Person holding an Office of Trust or Profit 

under the United States, shall be appointed an Elector. 

 

The Congress may determine the Time of choosing the Electors, and the Day 

on which they shall give their Votes; which Day shall be the same 

throughout the United States. 

 

The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a 

Compensation, which shall neither be increased nor diminished during the 

Period for which he shall have been elected, and he shall not receive within 

that Period any other Emolument from the United States, or any of them. 

Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he shall take the following 

Oath or Affirmation:-"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully 

execute the Office of President of the United States, and will to the best of 

my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United 

States." 

 

RELEVANT READING #4 – Hillary Rodham Clinton  

 

My friends, we've come to Philadelphia -- the birthplace of our nation -- 

because what happened in this city 240 years ago still has something to teach 

us today. 

We all know the story. 

But we usually focus on how it turned out - and not enough on how close 

that story came to never being written at all. 

When representatives from 13 unruly colonies met just down the road from 

here, some wanted to stick with the King. 

Some wanted to stick it to the king, and go their own way. 

The revolution hung in the balance. 

Then somehow they began listening to each other ... compromising ... 

finding common purpose. 

And by the time they left Philadelphia, they had begun to see themselves as 

one nation. 

That's what made it possible to stand up to a King. 

That took courage. 

They had courage. 

Our Founders embraced the enduring truth that we are stronger together. 

America is once again at a moment of reckoning. 

Powerful forces are threatening to pull us apart. 

Bonds of trust and respect are fraying. 
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And just as with our founders, there are no guarantees. 

It truly is up to us. 

We have to decide whether we all will work together so we all can rise 

together. 

Our country's motto is e pluribus unum: out of many, we are one. 

Will we stay true to that motto? 

 

READER 5: 

 

SECTION 2 

The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of the 

United States, and of the Militia of the several States, when called into the 

actual Service of the United States; he may require the Opinion, in writing, 

of the principal Officer in each of the executive Departments, upon any 

Subject relating to the Duties of their respective Offices, and he shall have 

Power to Grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offences against the United 

States, except in Cases of Impeachment. 

 

RELEVANT READING #5 – JOHN F. KENNEDY  

 

In the long history of the world, only a few generations have been granted 

the role of defending freedom in its hour of maximum danger. I do not 

shrink from this responsibility—I welcome it. I do not believe that any of us 

would exchange places with any other people or any other generation. The 

energy, the faith, the devotion which we bring to this endeavor will light our 

country and all who serve it—and the glow from that fire can truly light the 

world. 

And so, my fellow Americans: ask not what your country can do for you—

ask what you can do for your country. 

My fellow citizens of the world: ask not what America will do for you, but 

what together we can do for the freedom of man. 

Finally, whether you are citizens of America or citizens of the world, ask of 

us here the same high standards of strength and sacrifice which we ask of 

you. With a good conscience our only sure reward, with history the final 

judge of our deeds, let us go forth to lead the land we love, asking His 

blessing and His help, but knowing that here on earth God's work must truly 

be our own. 
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READER 6: 

 

SECTION 3 

He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information on the State of 

the Union, and recommend to their Consideration such Measures as he shall 

judge necessary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary Occasions, 

convene both Houses, or either of them, and in Case of Disagreement 

between them, with Respect to the Time of Adjournment, he may adjourn 

them to such Time as he shall think proper; he shall receive Ambassadors 

and other public Ministers; he shall take Care that the Laws be faithfully 

executed, and shall Commission all the Officers of the United States. 

 

SECTION 4 

The President, Vice President and all Civil Officers of the United States, 

shall be removed from Office on Impeachment for, and Conviction of, 

Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and Misdemeanors. 

 

RELEVANT READING #6 – MARGARET CHASE SMITH  

 

Surely these are sufficient reasons to make it clear to the American people 

that it is time for a change and that a Republican victory is necessary to the 

security of this country.  Surely it is clear that this nation will continue to 

suffer as long as it is governed by the present ineffective Democratic 

Administration. 

Yet to displace it with a Republican regime embracing a philosophy that 

lacks political integrity or intellectual honesty would prove equally 

disastrous to this nation.  The nation sorely needs a Republican victory.  But 

I don’t want to see the Republican Party ride to political victory on the Four 

Horsemen of Calumny -- Fear, Ignorance, Bigotry, and Smear. 

I doubt if the Republican Party could -- simply because I don’t believe the 

American people will uphold any political party that puts political 

exploitation above national interest.  Surely we Republicans aren’t that 

desperate for victory. 

I don’t want to see the Republican Party win that way.  While it might be a 

fleeting victory for the Republican Party, it would be a more lasting defeat 

for the American people.  Surely it would ultimately be suicide for the 

Republican Party and the two-party system that has protected our American 

liberties from the dictatorship of a one party system. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Four_Horsemen_of_the_Apocalypse
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Four_Horsemen_of_the_Apocalypse


 11 

 

READER 7: 

 

ARTICLE III 

SECTION 1 

The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in one supreme 

Court, and in such inferior Courts as the Congress may from time to time 

ordain and establish. The Judges, both of the supreme and inferior Courts, 

shall hold their Offices during good Behavior, and shall, at stated Times, 

receive for their Services, a Compensation, which shall not be diminished 

during their Continuance in Office. 

 

SHAKESPEARE READING #3 – THE MERCHANT OF VENICE  

 

Por. The quality of mercy is not strain'd, 

It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven 

Upon the place beneath. It is twice blest, 

It blesseth him that gives, and him that takes, 

'Tis mightiest in the mightiest, it becomes 

The throned Monarch better then his Crown. 

His Scepter shows the force of temporal power, 

The attribute to awe and Majesty, 

Wherein doth sit the dread and fear of Kings: 

But mercy is above this sceptred sway, 

It is enthroned in the hearts of Kings, 

It is an attribute to God himself; 

And earthly power doth then show likest God’s 

When mercy seasons Justice. Therefore Jew, 

Though Justice be thy plea, consider this, 

That in the course of Justice, none of us 

Should see salvation: we do pray for mercy, 

And that same prayer, doth teach us all to render 

The deeds of mercy.  

 

READER 8: 

 

AMENDMENT I 

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 

prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or 
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of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 

the Government for a redress of grievances. 

 

RELEVANT READING #6 – MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.  

 

Though I was initially disappointed at being categorized as an extremist, as I 

continued to think about the matter I gradually gained a measure of 

satisfaction from the label. Was not Jesus an extremist for love: "Love your 

enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray 

for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you." Was not Amos an 

extremist for justice: "Let justice roll down like waters and righteousness 

like an ever flowing stream." Was not Paul an extremist for the Christian 

gospel: "I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus." Was not Martin 

Luther an extremist: "Here I stand; I cannot do otherwise, so help me God." 

And John Bunyan: "I will stay in jail to the end of my days before I make a 

butchery of my conscience." And Abraham Lincoln: "This nation cannot 

survive half slave and half free." And Thomas Jefferson: "We hold these 

truths to be self evident, that all men are created equal . . ." So the question 

is not whether we will be extremists, but what kind of extremists we will be. 

Will we be extremists for hate or for love? Will we be extremists for the 

preservation of injustice or for the extension of justice? In that dramatic 

scene on Calvary's hill three men were crucified. We must never forget that 

all three were crucified for the same crime--the crime of extremism. Two 

were extremists for immorality, and thus fell below their environment. The 

other, Jesus Christ, was an extremist for love, truth and goodness, and 

thereby rose above his environment. Perhaps the South, the nation and the 

world are in dire need of creative extremists. 
 

READER 9: 

 

AMENDMENT II 

A well-regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the 

right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed. 

 

READER 10: 

 

AMENDMENT III 

No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the 

consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed 

by law. 
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READER 11:  

 

AMENDMENT IV 

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and 

effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and 

no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or 

affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the 

persons or things to be seized. 

 

READER 12: 

 

AMENDMENT V 

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, 

unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases 

arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in 

time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same 

offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in 

any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, 

liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be 

taken for public use, without just compensation. 

 

READER 13: 

 

AMENDMENT VI 

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and 

public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime 

shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously 

ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the 

accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have 

compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the 

Assistance of Counsel for his defense. 

 

SHAKESPEARE READING #4 – THE WINTER’S TALE  

 

OFFICER 

It is his Highness' pleasure that the queen 

Appear in person, here in court.  

 

HERMIONE 
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Since what I am to say must be but that 

Which contradicts my accusation, and 

The testimony on my part no other 

But what comes from myself, it shall scarce boot me 

To say, "Not guilty". Mine integrity, 

Being counted falsehood, shall, as I express it, 

Be so received. But thus, if powers divine 

Behold our humane actions, as they do, 

I doubt not then but innocence shall make 

False accusation blush and tyranny 

Tremble at patience. You, my lord, best know 

Whom least will seem to do so my past life 

Hath been as continent, as chaste, as true, 

As I am now unhappy, which is more 

Than history can pattern, though devised 

And played to take spectators. For behold me, 

A fellow of the royal bed, which owe 

A moiety of the throne, a great king's daughter, 

The mother to a hopeful prince, here standing 

To prate and talk for life and honor fore 

Who please to come and hear. For life, I prize it 

As I weigh grief, which I would spare. For honor, 

'Tis a derivative from me to mine, 

And only that I stand for. I appeal 

To your own conscience, sir, before Polixenes 

Came to your court how I was in your grace, 

How merited to be so. Since he came, 

With what encounter so uncurrent I 

Have strained t' appear thus; if one jot beyond 

The bound of honor or in act or will 

That way inclining, hardened be the hearts 

Of all that hear me, and my nearest of kin 

Cry fie upon my grave.  

 

READER 14: 

 

AMENDMENT XIII 

Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime 

whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the 

United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction. 
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SHAKESPEARE READING #5 – AS YOU LIKE IT  

 

ORLANDO 

As I remember, Adam, it was upon this fashion bequeathed me by will but 

poor a thousand crowns, and, as thou say'st, charged my brother, on his 

blessing, to breed me well; and there begins my sadness. My brother Jaques 

he keeps at school, and report speaks goldenly of his profit.  For my part, he 

keeps me rustically at home, or, to speak more properly, stays me here at 

home unkept; for call you that "keeping" for a gentleman of my birth that 

differs not from the stalling of an ox? His horses are bred better, for, besides 

that they are fair with their feeding, they are taught their manage, and to that 

end riders dearly hired; but I, his brother, gain nothing under him but 

growth, for the which his animals on his dunghills are as much bound to him 

as I. Besides this nothing that he so plentifully gives me, the something 

that nature gave me his countenance seems to take from me. He lets me feed 

with his hinds, bars me the place of a brother, and as much as in him 

lies, mines my gentility with my education. This is it, Adam, that grieves 

me; and the spirit of my father, which I think is within me, begins to mutiny 

against this servitude. I will no longer endure it, though yet I know no 

wise remedy how to avoid it. 

 

RELEVANT READING #7 – CESAR CHAVEZ  

 

I undertook the Fast because my heart was filled with grief and pain for the 

sufferings of farm workers. The Fast was first for me and then for all of us in 

this Union. It was a Fast for nonviolence and a call to sacrifice. 

When we are really honest with ourselves we must admit that our lives are all 

that really belong to us. So it is how we use our lives that determines what kind 

of men we are. It is my deepest belief that only by giving our lives do we find 

life. I am convinced that the truest act of courage, the strongest act of manliness 

is to sacrifice ourselves for others in a totally non-violent struggle for justice. 

To be a man is to suffer for others. God help us to be men! 
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READER 15: 

 

AMENDMENT XV 

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or 

abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or 

previous condition of servitude. 

 

SHAKESPEARE READING #6 – TITUS ANDRONICUS  

 

NURSE 

Here is the babe as loathsome as a toad, 

Amongst the fairest breeders of our clime, 

The Empress sends it thee, thy stamp, thy seal, 

And bids thee christen it with thy daggers point. 

 

AARON 

Out you whore, is black so base a hue? 

Sweet blowse, you are a beauteous blossom sure. 

 

DEMETRIUS 

Villain what hast thou done? 

 

AARON 

That which thou canst not undo. 

 

CHIRON 

Thou hast undone our mother. 

 

AARON 

Villain, I have done thy mother. 

 

DEMETRIUS 

And therein hellish dog, thou hast undone, 

Woe to her chance, and damn'd her loathed choice, 

Accur'st the off-spring of so foul a fiend. 

 

CHIRON 

It shall not live. 
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AARON 

It shall not die. 

 

NURSE 

Aaron it must, the mother wills it so. 

 

AARON 

What, must it Nurse? Then let no man but I 

Do execution on my flesh and blood. 

 

DEMETRIUS 

I’ll broach the Tadpole on my Rapier’s point: 

Nurse give it me, my sword shall soon dispatch it. 

 

AARON 

Sooner this sword shall plough thy bowels up. 

Stay murderous villains, will you kill your brother? 

Now by the burning Tapers of the sky, 

That shone so brightly when this Boy was got, 

He dies upon my Scimitar’s sharp point, 

That touches this my first born son and heir. 

I tell you young-lings, not Enceladus 

With all his threat’ning band of Typhon’s brood, 

Nor great Alcides, nor the God of war, 

Shall seize this prey out of his father’s hands: 

What, what, ye sanguine shallow hearted Boys, 

Ye white-limb'd walls, ye Ale-house painted signs, 

Coal-black is better then another hue, 

In that it scorns to bear another hue: 

For all the water in the Ocean, 

Can never turn the Swan’s black legs to white, 

Although she lave them hourly in the flood: 

Tell the Empress from me, I am of age 

To keep mine own, excuse it how she can. 

 

READER 16: 

 

AMENDMENT XIX 

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or 

abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex. 
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Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 

 

RELEVANT READING #8 – ELIZABETH CADY STANTON  

 

The right is ours. Have it, we must. Use it, we will. The pens, the tongues, 

the fortunes, the indomitable wills of many women are already pledged to 

secure this right. The great truth that no just government can be formed 

without the consent of the governed we shall echo and re-echo in the ears of 

the unjust judge, until by continual coming we shall weary him 

There seems now to be a kind of moral stagnation in our midst. 

Philanthropists have done their utmost to rouse the nation to a sense of its 

sins. War, slavery, drunkenness, licentiousness, gluttony, have been dragged 

naked before the people, and all their abominations and deformities fully 

brought to light, yet with idiotic laugh we hug those monsters to our breasts 

and rush on to destruction. Our churches are multiplying on all sides, our 

missionary societies, Sunday schools, and prayer meetings and innumerable 

charitable and reform organizations are all inoperation, but still the tide of 

vice is swelling, and threatens the destruction of everything, and the 

battlements of righteousness are weak against the raging elements of sin and 

death. 

Verily, the world waits the coming of some new element, some purifying 

power, some spirit of mercy and love. The voice of woman has been 

silenced in the state, the church, and the home, but man cannot fulfill his 

destiny alone, he cannot redeem his race unaided. There are deep and tender 

chords of sympathy and love in the hearts of the downfallen and oppressed 

that woman can touch more skillfully than man. 

 

SHAKESPEARE READING #7 – THE WINTER’S TALE  

 

PAULINA 

What studied torments, tyrant, hast for me? 

What wheels, racks, fires? What flaying? Boiling 

In leads or oils? What old or newer torture 

Must I receive, whose every word deserves 

To taste of thy most worst! Thy tyranny 

Together working with thy jealousies -- 

Fancies too weak for boys, too green and idle 

For girls of nine -- Oh think what they have done, 
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And then run mad indeed, stark-mad, for all 

Thy bygone fooleries were but spices of it. 

That thou betrayedst Polixenes, 'twas nothing. 

That did but show thee of a fool, inconstant, 

And damnable ingrateful. Nor was't much, 

Thou wouldst have poisoned good Camillo's honor 

To have him kill a king: poor trespasses, 

More monstrous standing by; whereof I reckon 

The casting forth to crows thy baby daughter 

To be or none, or little, though a devil 

Would have shed water out of fire ere done't. 

Nor is't directly laid to thee the death 

Of the young prince, whose honorable thoughts, 

Thoughts high for one so tender, cleft the heart 

That could conceive a gross and foolish sire 

Blemished his gracious dam. This is not, no, 

Laid to thy answer. But the last -- O lords, 

When I have said, "Cry woe!" -- the Queen, the Queen, 

The sweetest, dearest creature's dead, and vengeance for't 

Not dropped down yet. 
 

 

I say she's dead! I'll swear't! If word nor oath 

Prevail not, go and see. If you can bring 

Tincture or luster in her lip, her eye, 

Heat outwardly, or breath within, I'll serve you 

As I would do the gods. But, O thou tyrant, 

Do not repent these things, for they are heavier 

Than all thy woes can stir; therefore, betake thee 

To nothing but despair. A thousand knees 

Ten thousand years together, naked, fasting 

Upon a barren mountain and still winter 

In storm perpetual, could not move the gods 

To look that way thou wert. 

 

READER 17: 

 

AMENDMENT XX 

The terms of the President and Vice President shall end at noon on the 20th 

day of January, and the terms of Senators and Representatives at noon on the 

3rd day of January, of the years in which such terms would have ended if 
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this article had not been ratified; and the terms of their successors shall then 

begin. 

 

READER 18: 

 

AMENDMENT XXIV 

The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any primary or other 

election for President or Vice President for electors for President or Vice 

President, or for Senator or Representative in Congress, shall not be denied 

or abridged by the United States or any State by reason of failure to pay any 

poll tax or other tax. 

 

RELEVANT READING #9 – JESSE JACKSON  

 

We must forgive each other, redeem each other, regroup, and move one. Our 

flag is red, white and blue, but our nation is a rainbow -- red, yellow, brown, 

black and white -- and we're all precious in God's sight. 

 

America is not like a blanket -- one piece of unbroken cloth, the same color, 

the same texture, the same size. America is more like a quilt: many patches, 

many pieces, many colors, many sizes, all woven and held together by a 

common thread. The white, the Hispanic, the black, the Arab, the Jew, the 

woman, the native American, the small farmer, the businessperson, the 

environmentalist, the peace activist, the young, the old, the lesbian, the gay, 

and the disabled make up the American quilt. 

 

Even in our fractured state, all of us count and fit somewhere. We have 

proven that we can survive without each other. But we have not proven that 

we can win and make progress without each other. We must come together. 

 

If you want a change in this nation, you enforce that Voting Rights Act. 

We'll get 12 to 20 Black, Hispanics, female and progressive congresspersons 

from the South. We can save the cotton, but we've got to fight the boll 

weevils. We've got to make a judgment. We've got to make a judgment. 

 

It is not enough to hope ERA will pass. How can we pass ERA? If Blacks 

vote in great numbers, progressive Whites win. It's the only way progressive 

Whites win. If Blacks vote in great numbers, Hispanics win. When Blacks, 

Hispanics, and progressive Whites vote, women win. When women win, 
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children win. When women and children win, workers win. We must all 

come up together. We must come up together. 

 

READER 19: 

 

AMENDMENT XXV 

SECTION 1 

In case of the removal of the President from office or of his death or 

resignation, the Vice President shall become President. 

 

SECTION 2 

Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice President, the 

President shall nominate a Vice President who shall take office upon 

confirmation by a majority vote of both Houses of Congress. 

 

SECTION 3 

Whenever the President transmits to the President pro tempore of the Senate 

and the Speaker of the House of Representatives his written declaration that 

he is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, and until he 

transmits to them a written declaration to the contrary, such powers and 

duties shall be discharged by the Vice President as Acting President. 

 

READER 20: 

 

SECTION 4 

Whenever the Vice President and a majority of either the principal officers 

of the executive departments or of such other body as Congress may by law 

provide, transmit to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker 

of the House of Representatives their written declaration that the President is 

unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice President 

shall immediately assume the powers and duties of the office as Acting 

President. 

 

SHAKESPEARE READING #8 – RICHARD II  

 

KING RICHARD 

To do what service am I sent for hither? 

 

YORK 

To do that office of thine own good will, 
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Which tired majesty did make thee offer: 

The resignation of thy state and crown 

To Henry Bolingbroke. 

 

KING RICHARD[To York] Give me the crown. [He takes the crown then 

hands it to Bolingbroke.] -- Here, cousin, 

Seize the crown. Here, Cousin. 

On this side my hand, on that side thine. 

Now is this golden crown like a deep well, 

That owes two buckets, filling one another, 

The emptier ever dancing in the air, 

The other down, unseen, and full of water. 

That bucket down and full of tears am I, 

Drinking my griefs whilst you mount up on high. 

 

BOLINGBROKE 

Are you contented to resign the crown? 

 

KING RICHARD 

Ay, no; no, ay; for I must nothing be. 

Therefore no "no," for I resign to thee. 

Now, mark me how I will undo myself: 

I give this heavy weight from off my head; [He gives the crown to 

Bolingbroke.] 

And this unwieldy scepter from my hand; [He gives the scepter to 

Bolingbroke.] 

The pride of kingly sway from out my heart. 

With mine own tears I wash away my balm, 

With mine own hands I give away my crown, 

With mine own tongue deny my sacred state, 

With mine own breath release all duteous oaths. 

All pomp and majesty I do forswear. 

My manors, rents, revenues I forgo; 

My acts, decrees, and statutes I deny. 

God pardon all oaths that are broke to me. 

God keep all vows unbroke are made to thee. 

Make me, that nothing have, with nothing grieved, 

And thou with all pleased that hast all achieved. 

Long mayst thou live in Richard's seat to sit, 

And soon lie Richard in an earthy pit. 
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God save King Henry, unkinged Richard says, 

And send him many years of sunshine days. 

 

RELEVANT READING #10 – ABRAHAM LINCOLN  

 

Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought forth, upon this continent, 

a new nation, conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that "all 

men are created equal." 

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any 

nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a 

great battlefield of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion of it, as a 

final resting place for those who died here, that the nation might live. This 

we may, in all propriety do. But in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate, we 

cannot consecrate, we cannot hallow, this ground. The brave men, living and 

dead, who struggled here, have hallowed it, far above our poor power to add 

or detract. The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here; 

while it can never forget what they did here. 

It is rather for us the living, we here be dedicated to the great task remaining 

before us—that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that 

cause for which they here gave the last full measure of devotion—that we 

here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain, that this 

nation shall have a new birth of freedom, and that government of the people, 

by the people, for the people shall not perish from the earth. 

 

RELEVANT READING #11 – MAYA ANGELOU  

 

Lift up your faces, you have a piercing need   

For this bright morning dawning for you. 

 

History, despite its wrenching pain,   

Cannot be unlived, and if faced   

With courage, need not be lived again. 

 

Lift up your eyes upon   

The day breaking for you. 

 

Give birth again   

To the dream. 
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Women, children, men,   

Take it into the palms of your hands. 

 

Mold it into the shape of your most   

Private need. Sculpt it into   

The image of your most public self. 

  Lift up your hearts 

  Each new hour holds new chances   

For new beginnings. 

 

Do not be wedded forever   

To fear, yoked eternally   

To brutishness. 

 

The horizon leans forward,   

Offering you space to place new steps of change.   

Here, on the pulse of this fine day   

You may have the courage   

To look up and out upon me, the 

  Rock, the River, the Tree, your country. 

 

No less to Midas than the mendicant. 

 

No less to you now than the mastodon then. 

 

Here on the pulse of this new day   

You may have the grace to look up and out   

And into your sister's eyes, into   

Your brother's face, your country 

  And say simply 

  Very simply   

With hope   

Good morning. 


